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Processional ~ Pomp and Circumstance
Sir Edward Elgar 









Introduction of Senior Class Representative
Introduction of Speaker
Address
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Matthew S. White 
Director of Ensembles, Assistant Professor of Music
David A. DeCenzo
President, Coastal Carolina University 
Coastal Carolina University Army ROTC
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Courtney Gruber ‘17
Candidate, Master of Arts in Teaching
The Reverend Henry M. Moody Jr.
Chaplain Council, Coastal Carolina University 
David A. DeCenzo
William S. Biggs
Chairman, Coastal Carolina University Board of Trustees
David A. DeCenzo
J. Ralph Byington
Provost and Executive Vice President, Coastal Carolina University 
Rebecca Roberts
Senior, Interdisciplinary Studies Major
The Honorable Luke A. Rankin
South Carolina Senator
Friday, December 15, 2017 • 2 p.m.
Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards College of Humanities and Fine Arts 
E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
University College
ORDER OF EXERCISES
Conferring of Honorary Degrees
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees
Conferring of Degrees in Course
Alumni
Alma Mater ~ Coastal Carolina
Benediction
Recessional





Doctor of Public Service
Charles Gregory Sasser, M.D. 
Doctor of Science





Barbara A. Ritter  
Dean, E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration
Edward Jadallah 
Dean, Spadoni College of Education
Daniel J. Ennis 
Dean, Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts
Sara Hottinger  
Dean, University College
Todd A. Setzer ‘02 
President, Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble 
Courtney Gruber ‘17
The Reverend Henry M. Moody Jr.
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Monica S. Bell
Chair, Department of Theatre
Margaret Fain
Bearer of the University Mace, Librarian
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The Honorable Luke A. Rankin
South Carolina Senator
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Dean, Spadoni College of Education
Michael H. Roberts 
Dean, College of Science
Brian D. Forbus ‘97 
Chairman, Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble 
Courtney Gruber ‘17
The Reverend Henry M. Moody Jr.
Coastal Carolina University Brass Ensemble
Roger Kenneth Johansen
Lecturer, Department of English
William E. Hills





Doctor of Public Service
Luke A. Rankin has served Horry County in the South Carolina State 
Senate since 1992. 
He was born in Conway in 1962, a son of the late O.A. “Rock” and 
Dot Rankin. He graduated from Conway High School in 1980 and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University 
of South Carolina in 1984. He went on to the University of South 
Carolina School of Law, earning his juris doctor in 1987. He was 
admitted to the South Carolina Bar that year and began practicing 
law with Rankin and Rankin, P.A., the firm his father established in 
Conway in 1950.
Rankin serves on the following Senate committees: banking and 
insurance, education, ethics, transportation, and judiciary. He is 
chairman of the judiciary committee.
As a statesman, Rankin has focused on obtaining funding 
for Horry County roads. As the first Senate appointee to the 
State Infrastructure Bank Board, he helped secure funding for 
construction of new roads and highways in the county, including 
the Conway Bypass, the Carolina Bays Parkway and Grissom 
Parkway, as well as the widening of S.C. 544 and S.C. 707. This 
year, he helped push through a roads package that resulted in the 
addition of $4 billion toward highway infrastructure without raising 
taxes. Rankin was also instrumental in enacting small-business tax 
cuts, property tax relief and ethics reforms to stop untraceable 
money from entering the political system.
Rankin is a member and a past director of the Sertoma Club. 
He is a member of Ocean View Baptist Church in Myrtle Beach. 
He lives in Myrtle Beach with his wife Lindsey Bonds Rankin. 




CHARLES G. SASSER 
Doctor of Science
Charles G. Sasser, M.D., practiced 
general internal medicine in 
Conway, S.C., from 1974 until his 
retirement in 2013, and he contin-
ues to practice hospice and pallia-
tive medicine in Horry County. 
He was born in Conway in 1941, a son of the late Dr. J. 
Archibald Sasser and Martha Dyches Sasser. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in pre-medicine from Davidson 
College in 1963 and his medical degree from the 
Medical University of South Carolina in 1967. Sasser 
served as a preventive medicine officer in the U.S. Army 
at Fort Clayton in the Panama Canal Zone from 1968 to 
1971, and trained in internal medicine for his residency 
at the University of Colorado at Denver, 1971 to 1974.  
During his career, he has served as chief of staff           
and chief of medicine at Conway Medical Center, 
where he currently serves as co-chair of the Medical 
Ethics Committee. His special professional interests 
are in hospice and palliative medicine, as well as
narrative medicine (a medical approach that incorpo-
rates the individual stories of patients as part of the 
healing process).
He has served as medical director and president of the 
board of Mercy Hospice of Horry County, and president 
of the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine. Sasser is the recipient of the End of Life Care 
Leadership Award from the Carolinas Center for
Hospice and End of Life Care; the American Academy 
of Hospice and Palliative Medicine Distinguished Service 
Award; and the Conway High School Outstanding 
Alumnus Award.
Sasser and his wife Jeanne Legare Sasser have three 
daughters and six grandchildren. 
COVIA L. STANLEY
Doctor of Science
Covia L. Stanley, M.D., M.Div., has 
served coastal South Carolina as a 
physician and a minister for the past 
20 years.
A native of Brunswick County, N.C., 
Stanley was valedictorian of his 
class at Union High School in Shallotte, N.C. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology/chemistry from N.C. Central 
University in Durham; a master’s degree in parasitology 
from North Carolina Central Univeristy; and a medical 
degree from the University of Buffalo. He trained in OB/
GYN for his residency at the University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine at Chapel Hill. Stanley also earned a 
master of divinity degree from Virginia Union University. 
He worked as a medical technologist at Duke University 
Medical Center prior to medical school and as an OB/
GYN clinician for the Virginia Department of Health in 
Richmond, where he worked with then city councilman 
Tim Kaine on a number of community service initiatives 
relating to criminal domestic violence, juvenile justice and 
other issues. Stanley is also a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. 
Air Force Reserves Medical Services Corps (OB/GYN).
In 1998, Stanley was named the medical director of Region 
6 (Horry, Georgetown and Williamsburg counties) of the 
S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control. 
Since retiring from this position in 2013, he has served as 
staff physician for the S.C. Department of Mental Health. 
Since 1999, he has served as pastor of the Mt. Calvary  
No. 1 Missionary Baptist Church in Conway and is moder-
ator of the Kingston Lake Missionary Baptist Association. 
He is the recipient of many honors, including the James A. 
Hayne Award, the highest honor for public health in South 
Carolina. He and his wife of 48 years, Lillian Chadwick 
Stanley, have two children and three grandchildren. 
RETIRING EMERITUS FACULTY
ROY TALBERT Jr. 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus
Roy Talbert Jr. was born in 
Cheraw, S.C., and graduated 
from McClenaghan High School 
in Florence. After graduating 
from Furman University’s honors 
program with a major in history 
in 1965, he attended Vanderbilt 
University as a National Defense Education Act fellow 
and senior teaching fellow, earning a master’s degree in 
1967 and a Ph.D. in 1971. On active military duty from 
1970 to 1972, he was an army captain on the general 
staff at the Pentagon, working for the assistant chief of 
staff of intelligence 
After teaching at Ferrum College in Virginia, Talbert 
joined Coastal Carolina University in 1979 as vice 
chancellor for academic affairs. Moving to full-time 
teaching and writing in 1984, he became professor of 
history in 1989 and chaired CCU’s history department 
from 1991 to 2001.  
His books include FDR’s Utopia: Arthur Morgan and the 
TVA (1987), which led to an appearance on The History 
Channel, and the award-winning Negative Intelligence: 
The Army and the American Left, 1917-1941 (1991). 
For the past 20 years, he has focused on writing  
regional history, including such works as So Much to 
Be Thankful For: The Conway National Bank and the 
Economic History of Horry County (2003); Coastal 
Carolina University: The First 50 Years (2005); and The 




Cathy Jones joined the Coastal 
Carolina University faculty in 
2007. She earned her undergrad-
uate and master’s degrees from 
Marshall University in early child-
hood education and her Ph.D. from 
West Virginia University in educa-
tion leadership with a concentration in preschool special 
education. As an associate professor of education and 
coordinator of early childhood education at CCU, Jones 
has taught undergraduate and graduate courses, advised 
students, developed courses and programs, coordinated 
the early childhood program, and co-authored plans for 
the new childhood development center scheduled to 
open in Fall 2018.
Prior to CCU, Jones served as the early childhood 
coordinator for the West Virginia Department of 
Education. In that capacity, she led the initiative to 
design, implement and oversee the West Virginia 
universal pre-K system, ranked in the top five pre-K 
systems in the nation by the National Institute of 
Early Education Research. She has taught preschool, 
kindergarten, special education, and higher education 
and held administrative positions including education 
coordinator for Head Start and executive director of a 
multi-county agency involving child development and 
after-school and child care resources. 
During her 40-year career working with children and 
families, Jones had the privilege of working with and 
learning from some of the esteemed leaders in the field 
such as Marian Wright Edelman, Sharon Lynn Kagan and 
many others. 

ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSION
The custom of wearing a distinctive dress for academic 
ceremonies dates back to the Middle Ages, when people 
dressed in keeping with their class: nobility, clergy or 
third estate. The faculties of American universities have 
worn distinguishing costumes since the beginning, in 
1636, at Harvard University.
Today, academic regalia is worn in the United States by 
persons taking part in academic ceremonies in general,    
at commencement exercises, at baccalaureate services        
and at various inauguration ceremonies, such as the 
installation of a president, the conferring of an honorary 
degree on a distinguished guest or the laying of the 
cornerstone of a building.
The institutions awarding degrees, the nature of the 
degrees and the major fields of knowledge represented 
by the degrees can be readily identified by the designs 
and colors used.
The baccalaureate gown is the simplest in design. Usually 
black, it is distinguished by a wide yoke with shirring in 
front and back and by open flowing sleeves that end in a 
point. The baccalaureate gown is worn closed.
The master’s gown is similar to the baccalaureate gown 
except that it has a closed or glove sleeve that is open at 
the wrist. The master’s gown has no other trim and may 
be worn either open or closed. 
The doctoral gown is full flowing and has large bell-
shaped sleeves. It is trimmed with velvet panels down 
the front and has velvet chevrons on the sleeves. While 
black is still the predominant color for doctoral gowns, 
the trim may be in a color that denotes the wearer’s 
discipline or the color of the gown may denote the 
wearer’s university.
The square Oxford cap, or mortarboard, of serge or 
broadcloth with a stiff crown is traditionally black. 
Once the baccalaureate degree has been conferred, 
the tassel is worn on the left side. The tassel is usually   
black, but may be of a color denoting the major field of 
knowledge for bachelor’s and master’s degrees and gold 
for doctoral degrees.
Candidates who are eligible to be recognized for 
graduation with honors wear the embroidered official 
white honor stole with the University Seal at graduation. 
Also, students who are members of the University 
Honors Program, the Wall Fellows, the Jackson Scholars, 
the Dyer Fellows, the Swain Scholars or other selected 
University honors programs are eligible to wear the 
University stole.
Recognized honor societies by Coastal Carolina 
University are:
• Alpha Kappa Delta: Sociology
• Alpha Psi Omega: Theatre
• Alpha Sigma Lambda: Adult Students
• Beta Alpha Psi: Accounting/Finance
• Beta Beta Beta: Biology
• Beta Gamma Sigma: Business
• Eta Sigma Delta: Hospitality
• Eta Sigma Gamma: Health Promotion
• Gamma Sigma Epsilon: Biochemistry / Chemistry
• Golden Key: International
• Kappa Delta Pi: Education
• Omicron Delta Epsilon: Economics
• Omicron Delta Kappa: Leadership
• Phi Alpha Theta: History
• Phi Eta Sigma: Freshmen
• Phi Sigma Pi: International
• Phi Sigma Tau: Philosophy
• Pi Mu Epsilon: Mathematics
• Pi Sigma Alpha: Politics
• Psi Chi: Psychology
• Sigma Tau Delta: English
• Triota: Women’s and Gender Studies
• Upsilon Eta: Communication
• Upsilon Pi Epsilon: Computer Science
ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSION
The greatest degree of symbolism is represented by 
the hood. The size and shape of the American hood 
mark the college degree attained by the wearer. The 
lining of the hood is indicative of the college from which 
the degree was granted. If more than one color is used, 
one color is generally arranged as a chevron upon the 
other. The velvet trim of the hood indicates the major 
field of knowledge.
• Anthropology: Golden Yellow
• Business Administration: Drab 
• Communication: Crimson
• Computer Science: Golden Yellow
• Divinity / Theology: Scarlet
• Dramatic Arts: Brown
• Economics: Copper
• Education: Light Blue
• Engineering: Orange
• English: White





• Library Science: Lemon
• Mathematics: Golden Yellow
• Marine Science: Golden Yellow
• Medicine: Kelly Green
• Music: Pink
• Nursing: Apricot
• Speech: Silver Gray
• Pharmacy: Olive Green
• Philosophy: Dark Blue
• Physical Education: Sage Green
• Physics: Golden Yellow
• Political Science: Dark Blue
• Public Administration: Peacock Blue
• Public Health: Salmon Pink
• Science: Golden Yellow
• Social Science: Citron
Most academic ceremonies begin and end with an 
academic procession. At Coastal Carolina University, 
candidates for degrees are first and process in the order 
in which the degrees will be bestowed, followed by the 
faculty, with senior professors first, and the platform party.
On the evening of July 23, 1954, a group of Horry 
County citizens met at the Horry County Memorial Library 
to discuss a daring proposal – the creation of a local 
college. These civic leaders were determined to improve 
the educational and economic profile of the area, and 
in less than two months – on Sept. 20 – Coastal Carolina 
Junior College held its first classes in the old Conway 
High School (enrollment: 53). 
For its first four years, the new endeavor was sponsored 
by the College of Charleston. In 1958, Horry County 
voters approved a referendum levying a three-mill tax 
to fund the two-year college independently. Members 
of the college’s governing board, the Coastal 
Educational Foundation, personally pledged funds to 
meet financial shortfalls.
From the beginning, Coastal Carolina has maintained 
a close, reciprocal relationship with the surrounding 
region, which during the past half-century has advanced 
from a primarily agricultural district into a major Atlantic 
coast resort. In 1959, the state’s general assembly 
created the Horry County Higher Education Commission, 
a regulatory body to manage the college’s county tax 
money. For more than 50 years, the Coastal Educational 
Foundation, which concentrates on private fundraising, 
and the Horry County Higher Education Commission 
have worked in concert to guide the University’s 
endowment and fiscal policies.
In 1960, Coastal Carolina became a regional campus in 
the University of South Carolina system, the beginning  
of a 33-year affiliation. (The deal was finalized at the 
Chat & Chew restaurant in Turbeville, halfway between 
Conway and Columbia.) The following year, a site was 
chosen for a permanent campus. 
The traditional Georgian architecture of the first campus 
structure, now the Edward M. Singleton Building, set        
the style for the new campus when it was completed 
in 1963. Enrollment was 110 that year, and it increased 
steadily during the 1960s. The present Clark and Martha 
Parker Atheneum Hall was built in 1966, featuring the 
trademark symbol of the institution. In 1975, USC 
Coastal Carolina College awarded its first four-year 
bachelor’s degrees, and the first residence halls opened 
in 1987.
By the end of the 1980s, enrollment had reached 
4,000 and there were 175 full-time faculty members. In 
view of sustained growth and obvious potential, many 
supporters of the college believed that the time had 
come to consider leaving the USC system. In 1991, the 
Horry County Higher Education Commission voted to 
seek legislative approval to establish an independent 
Coastal Carolina University. This bold move, a watershed 
event in our history, was officially accomplished in 1993 
when Gov. Carroll Campbell signed the bill on the steps 
of the Singleton Building. 
Coastal Carolina’s new status as an independent state 
university set the stage for a new era of growth and 
achievement. During the next decade, graduate courses 
were offered for the first time; new academic and 
residence buildings were added; the faculty increased 
in number and distinction; and the institution began 




















HISTORY OF COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
In September 2003, Coastal Carolina University won its 
inaugural football game in the brand-new Brooks Stadium. 
A founding member of the Big South Conference since 
1983, the Chanticleers (our mascot, derived from The 
Canterbury Tales) have a proud history in 19 sports, 
winning the conference’s Sasser Cup a total of 11 times.
In 2004, Coastal Carolina University celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. Enrollment reached 7,000 students, and 
the campus was expanding significantly, with properties 
now situated across U.S. 501 and S.C. 544 as well as its 
splendid 1,105-acre ocean research site on Waties Island. 
Under the administration of President David A. DeCenzo, 
CCU’s leadership has successfully held down costs while 
advancing the University’s academic progress. For two 
years (2012 to 2014), tuition for in-state undergraduates 
did not increase, even during a significant building 
program. This was achieved as a result of careful long-
range planning, augmented by a local 1-cent sales tax 
for education-related construction. Enrollment is now 
more than 10,400 students.
In 2014, Coastal Carolina University established its first 
doctoral degree program, in coastal and marine systems 
science. The Chanticleer baseball team won the NCAA 
College World Series on June 30, 2016, the first national 
title for CCU. On July 1, 2016, the Chanticleer athletic 
programs officially joined the Sun Belt Conference.     
CCU was named a Purple Heart University in 2017, 
recognizing the University’s long record of support for 
the military.
HISTORY OF COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITYHISTORY OF COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
DEGREES IN COURSE




  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Master of Business Administration
Tyler Scott Chadwick
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Eric James Church
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Brinson Edward Corn
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Summer Pauline Cumbee
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Alex Scott Cunningham
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Jarius Orel English-Mcmillan
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Joshua David Kline
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Teyanna Monique Lewis
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Joshua Aaron Lorenzen
  B.S.B., University of Colorado-Colorado Springs, 2011
Shidedria Mrytlisha Maybin
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Dwayne Dashaun Price
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Michael Thomas James Rives
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Kim Sanborn
  B.S., Centenary College, 2003
Bryan Phillip Stalvey
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2008
Kyla Van Graan
  B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
SPADONI COLLEGE of EDUCATION
Education Specialist
Dianna Anderson
  M.A., University of Phoenix, 2001
Karen Sellers Cafaro
  B.A., University of North Carolina-Pembroke, 1984
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Morgan Rose Carnley
  M.E.D., Columbia College (SC), 2014
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Corey Anna Chuhaloff
  B.A., Muskingum College, 2008
  M.E.D., University of Cincinnati, 2013
Elizabeth Walker Conley
  B.S., Wingate College, 1989
  M.B.A., Webster University, 2005
Jennifer Natcole Hudson
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Arthur Anthony Infantino
  B.A., Siena College, 2008
  M.S.E., College of Saint Rose, 2010
Samantha Anne Marcott
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2010
  M.A.T., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Eric Brandon McKinney
  B.A., University of North Carolina-Greensboro, 2006
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Denetria La’she Middleton
  B.S., Winthrop University, 2012
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Jodie Michelle Rowe
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2006
  M.A.T., Coastal Carolina University, 2007 
  M.E.D., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Sharon Powell Thornell
  M.A.T., Francis Marion University, 2003
Master of Arts in Teaching
Ian Alexander John
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2016
Marguerite Maria Wilson
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Master of Education
Edward John Albert
  B.S., West Chester University (PA), 2002
Leslie Anne Bloss
  B.A., Columbia College (SC), 2003
Ashton Aundrea Booher
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2014
Courtney Wilson Brown
  B.S., Columbia International University, 2008
  M.A.T., Columbia International University, 2009
Kierra Brenee’ Bush
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Macullen Elise Byham
  B.M.E., Pennsylvania State University, 2012
Anna Morgan Caplin
  B.S.E., Bowling Green State University, 2012
Lillian Grace Carroll
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Sarah Beatrice Casademont
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Alicia Taylor Chewning
  B.A., Clemson University, 2013
Erika Nicole Collins
  B.A.E, Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Whitney Nicole Cook
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Kaitlyn Nicole Davis
  B.A., University of North Carolina, 2016
Kourtney Renee Davis
  B.S., South Carolina State University, 2011
SPADONI COLLEGE of EDUCATION
DEGREES IN COURSE
Kathleen Mahaley Clark Dorr
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Carolyn Renee Edwards-Wood
  B.A., University of Bridgeport, 1993
Nicole Marie Enger
  B.S.E., Drake University, 1998
Lindsey Joy Fender
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2011
Maryam F. Fischer
  B.S., West Chester University (PA), 2007
Rachel Mae Fortin
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Jessica Casey Foster
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2014
Dana Elizabeth Frangipane
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Amanda Madelynne Frye
  B.A., University South Carolina, 2012
Beth Marie Fungaroli
  B.S.E., Shippensburg University (PA), 1996
Katherine Louise Gaines
  B.A.J.C, University of South Carolina, 2007
  M.A.T., University of South Carolina, 2008
Megan Benson Gause
  B.S., Winthrop University, 2013
Kristen Elizabeth Giraldi
  B.S., Quinnipiac College, 1999
Cacy Jo Goetz
  B.S.E., University of Akron, 2012
Roselyn Denise Green
  B.S., Grand Canyon University, 2013
Clair Elizabeth Hammonds
  B.S., Clemson University, 2009
Stephanie Alison Harrell
  B.A., Columbia College (SC), 2002
  M.E.D., Columbia College (SC), 2004 
DEGREES IN COURSE
Elizabeth Ann Mundy
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Samantha Anne Murphy
  B.S.E., Lock Haven University, 2011
Kristy Nicole Owens
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 1999
Jessica Lynn Paternoster
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Frankie LaCher Pinckney
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Alexandra Elizabeth Pittman
  B.S., College of Charleston, 2014
Laura Lee Poulos
  B.S., West Virginia University-Morgantown, 1993
  M.E.D., City University, 2001
Renee Marie Roberson
  B.A., Mansfield University (PA), 1992
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Natasha Elizabeth Ryals
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Kaitlyn Nicole Ryhal
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
Janelle Grace Saggese
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Vernita Renee Scarborough
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2011
Jacob Daniel Scheuer
  B.S.P., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
Jessica Michelle Simon
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2010
DeLaney Clayton Smith
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2016
Lauren Burke Sutherland
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2014
Linley Renee Tadlock
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2013
Jessica Lucille Hayden
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013 
Jeremy Lee Heinold
  B.S., University of Evansville, 2003
Summer Marie Hilliard
  B.S.E., Concord College, 2009
Jamee Sue Holifield
  B.A., University of South Carolina, 2011
Paige Marie Isner
  B.S.E., University of Georgia- Athens, 2013
Bethaney L. James
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Christopher Michael Jenkins
  B.S., College of Saint Rose, 1988
Adam William Jernigan
  B.S., University of North Carolina- Pembroke, 2007
Landon Keb Johnson
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2005
  M.A.T., Francis Marion University, 2012
Michele Renee Johnson
  M.A.T., University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 2007
Tia Chanelle Johnson
  B.S., Bowie State University, 2013
Lachon Jacinta Jones
  B.S., Claflin University, 1997
Aaron Matthew Knapic
  B.S.E., Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 2014
Justin Michael Koury
  B.S., University of South Florida, 2004
Amanda Nicole Liner
  B.S., Francis Marion University, 2013
Molly Elizabeth Long
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014 
Ashley Elizabeth Martin
  B.A., North Greenville University, 2009
Madison Elyse McCoy
  B.A.E., Coastal Carolina University, 2014
THOMAS W. and ROBIN W. 
EDWARDS COLLEGE of 
HUMANITIES and FINE ARTS
Master of Arts
Frederick C. Crosby II
  B.A.S., University of Richmond, 2008
Mark James Hennion




  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2015
Amanda Jean DiBella
  B.S., Cedar Crest College, 2011
Mary Lee King
  B.S., University of Akron, 2014
Kelsey Lynn Spencer
  B.S., Coastal Carolina University, 2012
DEGREES IN COURSE
Heather Carter Tanner
  B.A., Francis Marion University, 2011
Katelan Marie Urbanic
  B.S., College of Charleston, 2012
Teresa Ann VanEpps
  B.A., Buena Vista College, 2010
Javier Arnaldo Vega Sr.
  B.A., Coastal Carolina University, 2013
Diedra Walker
  B.A., Columbia College (SC), 2011
Amanda R. Whitley
  M.E.D., Georgia Southern University, 2015
  B.A., Clemson University, 2000
Jennifer Harrelson Worten
  B.S., Lander University, 2013
DEGREES IN COURSE
E. CRAIG WALL SR. 
COLLEGE of BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration
Jasmine Denae Adams
  ~cum laude
Lawrence Deleslie Altman II






Erin Theresa Betsko 
Matthew Jeffrey Brandt
Anna Victoria Bratcher
  ~magna cum laude
Lauren Marie Caldamone
Bruce Randall Callahan Jr.
Francesca Marie Caravella
James Michael Cavanagh ò
Hang Chen
Cassandra Anna-Maria Elena Chitarra
  ~magna cum laude
Karissa Nichole Clayton
Zachary Ryan Cooney
Donald Leon Crummet III
Joshua Armani Crump
Brendan Nicholas Cullen
Christopher Joseph Cullison 









Lacey Brooke Dorman 
  ~cum laude
Mark Dramis
Chad Kurtis Ferguson
  ~magna cum laude
Jessie Barry Fernandez
Jordan Taylor Floyd 
  ~cum laude
Mandy Lynn Franck
Khylea Ashton Fullum 
  ~cum laude
Nysia Tierra Fulmore
Kara Mari Funk




Michael David Gress Jr.
Lindsay Marie Grice
Presley Hunter Grooms




Kasey Danielle Harrington 
  ~magna cum laude
Christopher James Harris
Edwin Victor Harris Jr.
Kevin John Harris
  ~magna cum laude
Mark Evan Harrison 
  ~cum laude
Thomas Joseph Hastie Jr.







Hattie Adaline Jordan 
  ~summa cum laude
Katelyn Marie Jordan °




  ~cum laude
Austin Dean Kushmer
Taylor Nicole Landis 




Jacob Daniel Lewis III
Sarah Marie Lisa
DEGREES IN COURSE
The list of candidates for graduation was prepared before final grades were reported, and inclusion herein 
does not constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name in this program should not be construed 
as an indication that the person will, in fact, receive a degree from Coastal Carolina University at this 
commencement. Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this list does not necessarily mean that 
the person will not be awarded a degree.
Honors for degree candidates are based on the cumulative grade point average on file at the end of the 
previous term. Honors to be printed on the diplomas will be based on the final Coastal Carolina University 
cumulative grade point average.
Where indicated with an icon (ò), the individual has completed all requirements for multiple degrees.
Where indicated with an icon ( ° ), the individual has received the Trustee Award.
summa cum laude
cumulative GPA of 4.0
magna cum laude
cumulative GPA of 3.75 to 3.999
cum laude
cumulative GPA of 3.5 to 3.749
ò dual degree




Jaymee Carleen Maynard  
  ~cum laude
Mallory Ann McAndrew
Patrick Adam McDole 
  ~magna cum laude
Yancy Wayne Methvien 
  ~magna cum laude
Eric Michael Miller 
  ~magna cum laude
Brit Hall Mingee ò 
  ~magna cum laude
Brent Anthony Minter
Jonathan Taylor Monts 




Brandon Charles Caleb Perry
Elizabeth Pietra Reid  








  ~cum laude
Charlotte Amelia Simpson
DeJuan Shaiquel Singletary




Serena Elizabeth Solomon 
  ~magna cum laude
Jonathan Ray Stanley
  ~cum laude
Zachary Nathaniel Staub
Joshua Vincent Stilley 





Geena Marie Toscano 







  ~cum laude












Bachelor of Arts in Education
Bachelor of Science in 
Physical Education
Jacquelyne Paige Barnett 
  ~magna cum laude
Geoffrey Paul Barton
Laura Elizabeth Bessant
Michael’a Ariel Boatwright 
  ~magna cum laude
Tabitha Nicole Boyd
Brooke Lee Conway  
  ~summa cum laude
Stephanie Nicole Cotton
Addison Joy Craig  
  ~magna cum laude
Kristin Danielle Davis  
  ~magna cum laude
Haley Elizabeth Davison
Michele Maria Di Prizio
Anna Leigh Dusenbury  
  ~magna cum laude
Macey Reid Freeman 
  ~magna cum laude
Kayla Jane Fulmer  
  ~summa cum laude
Santana Marie Gemini 
  ~magna cum laude
Alexandra Michelle Hoyt
Morgan Lorraine Johnson  
  ~magna cum laude
Zhaci Jemartiqua Jones
Samantha Marie Justice  
  ~magna cum laude
Erin Margaret Keats  
  ~magna cum laude
Alexandra Naomi Kehoe   
  ~magna cum laude
Deborah Dawn Knoch 
  ~summa cum laude
Tyler Christian Magaha  
  ~magna cum laude
Steffanie Lynn May   




Elizabeth Nena Perry 
  ~cum laude
Courtney Jane Rice  
  ~magna cum laude
Caroline Nicole Rogers  
  ~magna cum laude
Ramey Catherine Savage
Samantha Leigh Schoener   
  ~magna cum laude
Kierra Dominique Scipio  
  ~summa cum laude
Alaina Lynn Sellers
Kathryne Lynn Wilder   
  ~magna cum laude
Jessica Mixon Wilson 
  ~cum laude
THOMAS W. and ROBIN W. 
EDWARDS COLLEGE of 
HUMANITIES and FINE ARTS
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Fine Arts





Kristin Ann Carofano  
  ~magna cum laude
Tiqoulya Lashai Carothers  




Troy Davon Conyers Jr.
Madison Taylor Crockett 








Rachel Marie Drummond 







Katelin Ashlee Gandee  





Houston Dwayne Harrelson 





George Bonifant Hyde Jr. 
  ~cum laude
Napacia James
Antinia Sierra Nashae Joiner
Dallen Norman Jones
Dimitri Joseph
Maria Alexis Karahalios  




Andrea Lauren McNeill  
  ~magna cum laude
Brock Matthew Merritt
Sarah Elizabeth Mulready  
  ~magna cum laude
Sarah Marie Navin °  
  ~magna cum laude
Indiya Nerriah Neal
Dennis Patrick Nolan
Ethan Thomas Olkovikas   




Pamela Kelly Pysmennyi  
  ~magna cum laude
Carla Elizabeth Richardson
Sarah Elizabeth Rieman
Joseph Gandolph Riotto II
Jacob Lee Risner  
  ~magna cum laude
Amanda Nicole Rizzo
Taryn Virginia Russ   
  ~magna cum laude
Frank Alan Sanford ò  
  ~cum laude
Madison Schatzel




Brittany Bushnell Southerland   
  ~cum laude
Margie Symone Spivey
James Russell Strippy III
Kamron Dasean Summers
William Hunter Taylor   
  ~magna cum laude
Monica Lynn Trepiccione  
  ~cum laude
Justin Lee Wait
Bobby Shawn Walls Jr.
Diondra Latrece Williams
Ciara Lynne Wilson   
  ~magna cum laude
Christina Elizabeth Winter  




Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing
Aja Raevon Adams
Stella Grace Adams    
  ~magna cum laude
Lauren Rose Albury   
  ~cum laude
Elana Jasmine Ames   
  ~magna cum laude
Benjamin Maxwell Anderson
Danielle Rose Angelillo   








Jeffrey Alexander Benjamin   
  ~cum laude
Christopher Malik Bennett
Michaela Alexus Bennett





Kasei Franzena Ne’col Brown
Laquasha Shantel Patrice Brown
Morgan Jeanne Brown  
  ~magna cum laude
Cody William James Buchanan
Amanda Joyce Buchta  
  ~magna cum laude
Lawrence Rahiem Burgess
Preston W. Burgess
Delayna Kristine Campbell   
  ~cum laude
Olivia Lauren Campbell   
  ~magna cum laude
Olivia Nan Cannon  






Allyson Lynn Clark  











Arthur Thomas Cresci Jr.
Kelsey Glen Crocker
Dallas Davette Davis  




Kerry Wisdom Dittmeier  
  ~magna cum laude
Kevin Anthony Dragotta   











Georgia Rae Ford  






Jevaughn Lance Gibbs   
  ~cum laude
Kaitlin Knowles Gilliece
Lauren Giordani   







John Mario Gunter Jr.
Haley M. Harris
Shakur Jamelle Harris




Samantha Rose Hermann  













Shaniqua L. Johnson Woodberry
Eniqua Lajessica Jones    





Dillon Elizabeth King ò  
  ~magna cum laude
David Alexander Klett   
  ~cum laude
Madeleine Anne Lee  




Eugene Dexter Lucas Jr.
Tyler Michael MacDonald  




Gabrielle Marrero   
  ~cum laude
Corenthia Ronae Martin
Jordan Evian Matthews
Michael Anthony Mattox   







Megan Virginia Morton  















Nicholas Palmer Pietri  
  ~magna cum laude
Tony Lawayne Planter-Burgess
Lindsey Elizabeth Policz
Ashley Renee Pribble   





John Arthur O’Keefe Rossano   






Natasa Savovic   
  ~magna cum laude
Michael Scargill
Casey Scott Schroeder  
  ~summa cum laude
Jonathan Bruce Shannon
Elijah Nathaniel Shaw   




Alexandra Kayla Simmons   
  ~cum laude
Courtney Elaine Estelle Singleton
DEGREES IN COURSE
Connor William Skrypek
Alexandra Nicole Smail   





Vincent Edward Sojda   
  ~cum laude
Carolina Johanna Andrea Span   
  ~magna cum laude
Caitlin M. Sparks
Ashley Ann Stauffer
Heidi Jade Stephens   









Jennifer Lee VonSchondorf   





Courtney Alexandra Weeks   




Jonathan Andrew Young   
  ~cum laude
Tyler Alexander Young
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Bachelor of Science in 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Jamie Lee Barkdull   
  ~cum laude
Mary Kathryn Bell
Arnell Kadedra Bellamy   
  ~cum laude
Alexandre Bouillennec
Brianna Maria Caspento







Rebecca Ferson Roberts   
  ~summa cum laude
Frank Alan Sanford ò   








COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY TRADITIONS
The University Seal
The seal of Coastal Carolina University designates the founding year of the institution and associates 
the campus symbol, the Atheneum, with the coastal locale of the University. Carrying the Latin 
motto – Ex Libertate Veritas (from liberty, truth) – the seal refers to the Temple of Athene in ancient 
Athens where professors and students came together. The Greek temple was named for Athena, 
the daughter of Zeus, who embodies wisdom and reason. The waves at the foot of the Atheneum 
acknowledge a diversified coastal environment encompassing a distinctive geography and history,   
a vital present, and an abundant future. The seal was commissioned by Trustee Oran P. Smith as a gift 
to celebrate the July 1, 1993, establishment of the University as an independent, public institution of 
higher education.
The University Logo
The identifying symbol of Coastal Carolina University captures the dynamic and traditional 
commitment of the University to teaching and learning. The Atheneum, constructed on the campus 
in 1966, is a recognized architectural symbol of a meeting place for persons engaged in literary and 
scientific pursuits. In the logo, the Atheneum is set against an undulating background that captures 
the energy and unbounded promise of the institution.  
The University Medallion
As symbols of events and affiliations, medallions in academic regalia can be traced to religious 
orders during the Middle Ages. Since many orders, societies and universities used similar 
designs – a circle, cross or an oval – the detailed artwork in the center of the medallion was 
adopted to differentiate each affiliation. Colleges and universities traditionally use ceremonial 
and commemorative medallions for formal occasions such as commencements, convocations 
and inaugurations, when academic regalia is worn. To commemorate Coastal Carolina’s status as 
an independent university, the institution’s medallion was commissioned in 1994. The installation 
of President Ronald R. Ingle on Oct. 22, 1994, was the first time the Coastal Carolina University 
medallion was publicly displayed.  
The University Mace
The University mace, the symbol of the Coastal Carolina University community, attaches significance 
to important events of the academic calendar. Commissioned by the Horry County Higher Education 
Commission, the mace was designed and crafted by silversmith Alfred D. Ward and presented to the 
University in the spring of 1997. The mace is carried during official convocations of the University by 
the senior member of the faculty. When not being used for a convocation, the mace is on display in 
the boardroom of the E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business Administration.
The three-dimensional, 48-inch staff is topped with a 22-karat gold-plate model of the campus 
symbol, the Atheneum. Modified relief seals of the University and engraved lettering embellish the 
sterling silver cup. Supported by a base of solid walnut, the stem of the mace is adorned with sterling 
silver shells, reflecting the coastal location of the University. On the base of the stem is an engraved 
seal of the state of South Carolina, representing the University’s status as a public institution. 
Henry McMaster










John H. Bartell Jr.
Sixth Congressional District 
Samuel H. Frink
Gubernatorial Appointee
Natasha M. Hanna ’94
Seventh Congressional District
D. Wyatt Henderson ‘98
Fourth Congressional District
William L. Lyles Jr.
Third Congressional District






Patrick S. Sparks ’95
At-Large
Eugene C. Spivey ’91
At-Large
H. Delan Stevens ’79
At-Large
Samuel J. Swad ’86
At-Large




Payne H. Barnette Jr.
Trustee Emeritus
Dean P. Hudson ’80, ’11
Trustee Emeritus
James J. Johnson ’56
Trustee Emeritus
Clark B. Parker ’77
Trustee Emeritus














Joseph O. Burroughs Jr.
Janis W. Chesson



















Eliana N. Padron ’15
ex officio




Brian D. Forbus ‘97
Chairman




Woodrow Ford III ’05
Second Vice President
Travis R. Dannelly ’06
Secretary/Treasurer
Lynne Andersen ‘84 




Treda Smith Grayson ’99
Pete Green Jr. ‘00 
Scott Hucks ’04





















COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY BOARD of TRUSTEES
HORRY COUNTY HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION
COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD of DIRECTORS





Tony K. Cox ‘80
Secretary/Treasurer





W. Jennings Duncan 
Edgar “Eddie” Dyer
Robin W. Edwards
Dalton B. Floyd Jr.
Michael F. Hagg
J. Stewart Haskin Jr.
Keith C. Hinson ‘69
Hal B. Holmes Jr.
Chris S. Huggins ‘90
Jody C. Hyden ‘88
Charles B. Jordan ‘64
Ann Brittain LeMay
William O. Marsh ‘86
James B. Moore Jr.
Michael D. Pruitt ‘84
David F. Singleton Sr.
Joseph F. Singleton
Robert C. Smith Jr. ‘67
Christopher St. John BSB ‘01
Deborah Vrooman AA ‘74 
Dennis L. Wade
E. Craig Wall III
Ronald R. Ingle
Director Emeritus















Nancy Z. Jarrett ‘92
Executive Director
J. Michael Frazier ‘96 
Kevin Hagen ‘01
D. Wyatt Henderson ’98
Carlos C. Johnson
Jack L. Springs Jr.
David A. DeCenzo
ex officio
COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY STUDENT HOUSING FOUNDATION
Timothy E. Meacham ‘79
University Counsel
Travis E. Overton
Vice President for Executive 
Initiatives and Chief of Staff
Mark A. Roach ‘84







Edward J. Barker Jr. ’92
E. Lawton Benton
Paige L. Bird ’02
Robert M. Clinger III ’00
W. Pressley Courtney ’93





John W. Gandy Jr.
Theresa Roberts Gebhardt ’83
George H. Goldfinch Jr.
Tony Grant 
Gary L. Hadwin
Keith C. Hinson ’69
W. Christman Howard ’98
Christopher S. Huggins ’90
Melton J. Huggins III ’88
Batt Humphreys
Jay Infield 
Daniel H. Isaac Jr.
Thomas J. Johnson
Charles B. Jordan ’64





Clark B. Parker ’77
Henry J. Plyler ’05
Michael D. Pruitt ’84





Richard G. Singleton II
Steven Sisney 
John F. Smith ’83
Samuel R. Spann Jr.


























































Darin V. Sutton ’90
Shaunna Szabo
Edward Tkacz
Deborah A. Vrooman ‘74
J. Edward White Jr. 
James M. Wooten
Gregory Lloyd Ackerman ’97 Timna Benson ’86 Danny Villacarlos Butler Stephanie M. Foote ’97 Estelle Biddle Shelton ’99 Robert P. Spino Jr. ’00, ‘11
E. CRAIG WALL SR. COLLEGE of BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION BOARD of VISITORS
SPADONI COLLEGE of EDUCATION BOARD of VISITORS
THOMAS W. and ROBIN W. EDWARDS COLLEGE of HUMANITIES and FINE ARTS BOARD of VISITORS
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE BOARD of VISITORS





















Tim Ricks ’87 
John Rutenberg 
Christopher St. John ‘01 
Dorsey Strickland ‘06






CHANTICLEER ATHLETIC FOUNDATION BOARD of DIRECTORS
Hearing Impaired Services 
An American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter will be on stage to accommodate guests who are deaf or hearing impaired. 
It is recommended that guests sit in Section 104 in view of the interpreter. Interpreters will not sign while graduate names 
are being read.
Engrave Your Legacy — Alumni Bricks
The Office of Alumni Relations extends a sincere congratulations to Coastal Carolina University’s Fall Class of 2017. 
Recognize your new Coastal Carolina University graduate with a lasting imprint on campus. The new Alumni Walk, which 
leads up to the recently renovated Clark and Marcia Parker Atheneum Hall Alumni Center, is being enhanced with a limited 
number of special bricks engraved with the names of alumni and friends. Money raised through the brick campaign will 
support CCU’s Alumni Endowed Scholarship for students.
To order a brick, visit ccubricks.com or stop by the Alumni Relations commencement table located in the concourse.
For more information, please call the Office of Alumni Relations at 843-349-ALUM (2586).
Stay in touch! 
Visit coastal.edu/alumni to keep your address up to date, renew your membership and find out about events in your area. 
CCU alumni are located around the country and are ready to welcome you!
Commencement DVDs 
To preserve your memories of this proud occasion, the Coastal Carolina University Alumni Association is making available 
a DVD of these commencement exercises. 
Orders can be placed today at the Alumni Relations table or ordered online at coastal.edu/commencement/orders. 
DVDs are $25 each, which includes shipping and handling; cash, check, VISA and MasterCard are accepted. 
DVDs will be shipped within a few weeks of your purchase date. 
Coastal Carolina University (CCU) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, age, 
genetic information, mental or physical disability, or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran in its admissions policies, programs, activities or employment practices. For more 
information relating to discrimination, please contact the CCU Title IX Coordinator/EEO Investigator, Coastal Carolina University, Kearns Hall 104B, Conway, SC; Title IX email 




We come to you to lead our search,
and learn to reach beyond ourselves –
below the earth, beyond the stars –
to form our dreams for better years.
Here, green and bronze in nature, light –
sweet pine forest that surround us,
ocean waters that sustain us –
reflect your standards that prepare us.
May we return in thought and care
to share your promise of enrichment,
and celebrate and sing our praise
for Coastal Carolina.
– Bennie Lee Sinclair
The Coastal Carolina University Alma Mater was written in 1994 by the late Bennie Lee Sinclair,
the fifth poet laureate of South Carolina, to commemorate the first year of the institution’s status as a university.
The original score for the Alma Mater was written by Coastal Carolina University emeritus professor William R. Hamilton.
